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Budgetless political art show rich with ideas

 
 
 

Jan 25, 2009 
 
"Bailout Biennial," Golden Belt, through March 15.  
 
Bailout has been front page news for months -- $700 billion needed to avert economic disaster; the banks, the 
automobile industry, Fannie Mae are all too big to fail. The word "bailout," has also won this year's dictionary 
award for the year's top buzzword. That is the grist for the artistic mill that has churned up a sharply political show 
at the gorgeous space in the newly renovated Golden Belt building in downtown Durham.  
 
Elin O'Hara Slavick, co-curator with Jeff Waites of the "Bailout Biennial," told me the idea of the show was born 
last October when she was talking about the space at Golden Belt with Nancy Kitterman of Scientific Properties, 
which owns the property.  
 
"There was no budget," she said, "but I thought I would try, so I sent out an e-mail to artists I knew and said this is 
a budgetless show; you have to pay for shipping your work, but if you want to participate, send images by Dec. 
1." She called it a Biennial to make fun of the huge money spent on biennials that appear all over the world. She 
said 26 artists responded and she was so impressed with the work and their serious desire to participate that they 
were all invited to be a part of the exhibition.  
 
The exhibit includes more than 50 objects and each one looms large in the vast space of the unfinished room. 
There is a checklist that visitors must use, because there are no wall tags. As you enter, a huge wood 
reproduction of a $1 bill confronts you; a big hole replaces President Washington's picture, and those who want 
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can make art that is highly critical of the establishment and you will not lose your job.  
 
We are not used to having political art in our area. Not all of this is top art and not every idea is palatable, but it is 
an important show because if forces us, the viewers, to think.  
 
Blue Greenberg's column appears each week in The Arts. She can be reached at blueg@bellsouth.net or by 
writing her at c/o The Herald-Sun, P.O. Box 2092, Durham, NC 27702.
 
 

 

1 comment(s) on this article.  

correction to Greenberg's review of the Bail Out Biennial
Submitted by elin on 01/25/2009 @ 02:29 PM

I am happy that Blue Greenberg covered the energetic and inspiring Bail Out Biennial As co-curator, I find 
it important to make a correction. Hiroshi Sunairi, an artist from Hiroshima, Japan who teaches at NYU, was 
never my student. There are quite a few artists in the show who were my students, but he is not one of them. 
elin o'Hara slavick 
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